
 

When first asked to write an 
article for the Stewardship 
edition of Cornerstone, I 
intended to write about 
what it means to have do-
minion until I found out how 
ably Mike Watson had cov-
ered the topic.  Usually, it is 
the role of the clergy to 
talk about the religious 
reasons and meanings of stewardship.  We do it 
often (or at least annually) and people nod in 
agreement and then we come to that point of 
the church year, and folks begin to twitch.  Even 
Charlou mentioned today that she feels funny 
sending out pledge cards.  We had a conversa-
tion that went like this: 
 

   Alon:      Why? 
   Charlou:  Because we are asking for money. 
    Alon:      Would you feel funny if your hair   
   dresser asked for money? 
 

And so forth.  As our conversation went on, I 
found myself trying to articulate what I wanted 
to say in this article.  Here goes: 
 

The institutional church has a set way of talking 
about stewardship; how we use the money/
time/skills we have for the church and what it 
has to say about our relationship to God.  What 
we often don’t do well, is to talk about it from 
the perspective of bricks and mortar, bills and 
payroll, and even the cost of paper on which the 
Sunday bulletins are printed.  Unlike most non-
profits and corporate entities, we feel funny 
talking about money because it is CHURCH.  We 
would almost feel less uncomfortable talking 
about sex. No one thinks twice about being hit 
up by their university or clubs or professionals 
with whom they do business. We should not 
feel any differently. 
 

My fantasy stewardship campaign would run 
like a crowd-funding/crowd sourcing event rec-
ognizing that we are all in this together and that 
we are the church and it is ourselves for which 
we are providing.   We are in this together, now 
how are we going to make our needs met? 
 

Rather than thinking about a pledge as giving 
from “what I can afford,” what about approach-
ing it from this perspective:  St. Luke’s is a com-
munity which I value.  I value the support pro-
vided by laity and clergy in times of need.  I val-
ue the music we hear on Sundays. I value the 
opportunity to come together for worship.  I 
value the programs, teachers and materials 
used in Christian education for youth and 
adults.  I value our outreach programs.  I even 
value the heat and light we have in the winter.  
I value the phone that gets answered, the sup-
plies that get ordered, the cleaning that hap-
pens and the lawns that are mowed.  All these 
and more are things which are important for St. 
Luke to offer, and therefore, I want to do my 
part to support them.   
 

St. Luke’s has many donors on whose generosi-
ty we depend.   Thank you to all of you who 
give so generously of your time and money.   
 

As you go forward to this next stage of your 
transition, I invite each of you to consider 
whether you are fully supporting (financially, 
volunteering and worship attendance and par-
ticipation) this place you love or only offering a 
token recognition.  St. Luke’s has so much po-
tential – it is up to each of you to help make 
that happen.    
 

Please give generously to the life of this won-
derful community. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Alon+ 
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Proper 

stewardship 

includes not only 

“raising money,” 

as we sometimes 

envision in a 

stewardship 

campaign in our 

parish life, it also 

includes taking 

care of ourselves, 

our families, our 

spirituality, our 

communities and 

our environment.  

 
Mike Watson 

  
 

In medieval times in 

England the steward 

was a servant who su-

pervised both the lord's 

estate and his house-

hold, and the term 

“stewardship” came to 

mean conscientious 

care for what is en-

trusted. Proper stew-

ardship includes not only “raising money,” as we 

sometimes envision in a stewardship campaign 

in our parish life, it also includes taking care of 

ourselves, our families, our spirituality, our com-

munities and our environment.  
 

In the Genesis creation story, we are told that 

God, after creating humankind,  “blessed them, 

and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 

and fill the earth and subdue it; and have do-

minion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.’”  We can read this pas-

sage to mean that we have God’s blessing to act 

as we wish with what God has provided to and 

for us, or we can read the passage to mean that 

we are to be good stewards of God’s bounty. I 

prefer the latter reading—it seems to me that 

our “dominion” over the universe should be 

understood more properly in the sense of res-

ponsible stewardship. 
 

Popes from time to time pronounce 

“encyclicals,” which are written statements of 

doctrine sent from the Pope to all of his clergy. 

Pope Francis recently pronounced an encyclical 

detailing his concern over our lack of proper 

stewardship of our world. This world, referred 

to by the Pope as “our sister,” now “cries out to 

us because of the harm we have inflicted on her 

by our irresponsible use and abuse of the 

goods with which God has endowed her. 

We have come to see ourselves as her 

lords and masters, entitled to plunder her 

at will…..This is why the earth herself, bur-

dened and laid waste, is among the most 

abandoned and maltreated of our poor; 

she ‘groans in travail’ (Rom 8:22). We have 

forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the 

earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are 

made up of her elements, we breathe her 

air and we receive life and refreshment 

from her waters.”  
 

Although I have not read all of the words of 

Pope Francis’ encyclical (it was over 40,000 

words,) what I found most poignant about 

what I did read, was his notion of an 

“integral ecology,” which the Pope defines 

as a concept of the common good which is 

central to the principle of social ethics.  

This common good is “the sum of those 

conditions of social life which allow social 

groups and their individual members rela-

tively thorough and ready access to their 

own fulfilment.” Underlying the principle 

of the common good is respect for the hu-

man person as such, endowed with basic 

and inalienable rights ordered to his or her 

integral development. It has also to do 

with the overall welfare of society, recog-

nizing the absolute necessity of social 

peace, and the stability and security pro-

vided by a certain order which cannot be 

achieved without particular concern for 

justice distributed to all people. Our stew-

ardship of our world, and our ecological 

conscious, thus defined, includes care for 

our fellow humans, in addition to care for 

the earth itself.   

From Ministry Assistant Mike Watson 

C O R N E R S T O N E  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estate_(land)
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My Burden is Light 

 

catch with his deceased father – and Iowa neighbors 
turned out to see the games thereby providing suffi-
cient income to offset the loss of the corn crop.  
 

Although some who saw the 
film did not understand or did 
not like baseball, it didn’t 
matter. The film was not about 
baseball; rather what gripped 
America was the story about 
relationships – particularly fa-
ther-son relationships and faith 
collaboration with oneself,    
family, and community. 
 

Stewardship is also about rela-
tionships as well as commit-

ment – to oneself, family, community, and God. 
Throughout its long history of building relationships 
and commitment – in regular Sunday worship, reaching 
out to local and far away communities, and willingly 
sharing its treasure with God and others, St. Luke’s has 
built a strong and loving parish family. 
 

So when the annual Stewardship program commences 
in the fall, rather than thinking about how much treas-
ure ($) you will give to the church next year, consider 
what you can do to “build it so they will come”, thereby 
continuing St. Luke’s “field of dreams.”   

Fred  Piker 
*Joe Jackson’s photo Courtesy of the  Charles Conlon Colln. 

 

In 1989 the fantasy-
drama film, “Field of 
Dreams,” captivated 
America.  This was the 
story of an Iowa farmer – 
Ray Kinsella – (played by 
Kevin Costner) – who had 
a troubled relationship 
with his father who had 
been a devoted baseball 
fan.  

 

While walking through his cornfield one night, Ray 
heard a voice whispering, “if you build it, he will 
come.” Ray continued to hear the voice and then 
saw the vision of a baseball diamond in his field. 
Although his wife was skeptical and doubted the 
family could survive financially if it did not have a 
corn crop, she and Ray agreed for him to plow the 
corn under in order to build a baseball field. 
 

Time passed until one night a uniformed man ap-
peared on the field – Shoeless Joe Jackson – a de-
ceased baseball player idealized by Ray’s father. 
Thrilled to be able to play baseball again, Joe asked 
to bring other baseball players to the field to play. 
Subsequently Joe returned with other Chicago 
White Sox players who had been barred as a result 
of a scandal – a sufficient number to play a game. 
Other games followed – Ray reunited and played 

Building a Field of Dreams 

We say goodbye to long term Cornerstone co–editor 
Pat Skinger, who is leaving us for pastures new on the 
Cape. Pat has been working with us since our first 
issue and was the one who suggested that we name 
the publication Cornerstone. Pat, we shall miss you. 

Shoeless Joe Jackson* 

And we welcome, with gratitude, Charlou Ryan, who 
has graciously agreed to proof read this publication. 
She says she likes to proof read and we are happy to 
have her support. 
Many thanks. 

Betty and Maureen 

From Your Editors 



For all those that did not have 
occasion to be in church on Sun-
day, August 2, 2015, there was a 
young family that came for a 
visit, with two children, one 
walking free and one in a wheel-
chair. 
 

When it came time for commun-
ion, the whole family proceeds 
to the altar with us. Upon receiv-
ing communion, the young girl 
who came in the wheelchair, 
walks back up the nave within 

her father’s embrace. 
Each step follows another step in an assured and quiet 
cadence. The child’s countenance moves to and fro each 
side of the church like a papal nod. Unbeknownst to the 
congregation as a whole, each of us is touched by her 
walk. The child’s face expresses a moment of calm joy: I 
am walking, my father is holding me – all is right with the 
world.  Coincidentally, each present member of our con-
gregation has occasion to spend a moment with the young 
family prior to their departure. The moment becomes 
holy. It’s as if all those angels on the head of a pin disperse 

to be with us in the nave of Saint Luke’s church.  
In the parish house, we discover that each of us are 
moved by the experience at the service.  
That morning at that service, we receive a special gift 
like children and are sent out to share that blessing, 
maybe not through any spoken word or deed in the 
following week but in the knowing that between the 
bad news in the papers and the bombast of broadcast 
news, our Father is in heaven and we are all His chil-
dren. 
 

As Alon says, our faith is not about our facilities – alt-
hough the buildings and grounds have never looked 
better.  We are stewards of the faith for our genera-
tion, in our vocation as parents, sons, daughters, stu-
dents, employees, members of Saint Luke’s and in any 
role for which we find ourselves trusted. 
 

One of the most important things that we do as mem-
bers of Saint Luke’s, is to show up, take up residence 
in a pew and worship together. Our presence is our 
present to the each other. We create community, a 
place for angels to walk among us.  
God bless you and keep you. 

Bob Becker 

Angels walk among us 
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Grapevine 
Impossible to contemplate, but Thelma Green and 
daughter Corinne plan to take off for the West coast 
to visit Corinne’s son and grandchild and to find ade-
quate housing nearby. If so they would make a per-
manent move!  St. Luke’s without Thelma there eve-
ry Sunday, holiday and church event for the last 55 
years? It might collapse! 
 

Thanks to Bernie Roberts and Ed Biddle for agreeing 
to co -lead our Stewardship Campaign.  
 

Blessings on Kate Parker and Jim Walsh for agreeing 
to teach Sunday school!  

Corinne  and  Thelma 
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This line from The 
Epistle of James 
sums up why St. 
Luke’s, with its 
strong Outreach and 
Mission spirit, is the 
faith community 
which keeps nourish-
ing me and sending 
me forth, for the 
past three decades.   
Parishioners at St 
Luke’s simply light 
up when they learn 

of an opportunity to help, or a need to be addressed.  
We love and uplift each other, and it follows that we 
want to share that love with others.  This special quality, 
which I think of as agape, keeps regenerating itself, as 
newcomers arrive and familiar faces move on.   
 

Our Outreach has for the past decade supported school-
ing for 25 AIDS orphans, or Carpenter’s Kids, in Tanzania, 
by paying for books, shoes and clothes, breakfasts and 
school supplies.   We also look after low-income local 
schoolchildren through the Community Center “Back to 
School” Drive.  We support A-HOME affordable housing 
in the area, and the Children’s Center, now known as 
Hour Children, at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility.  We 
also make donations to Episcopal Charities and The Bish-
op’s Fund for Special Needs.  
 

We put muscle power into our outreach with acts of 
mission, too. This year, for example, we hosted our first 
January concert to raise awareness and funding for the 
local Emergency Shelter Partnership.  It was only possi-
ble through an amazing outpouring of help from our 
parish and beyond.  Jim Skinger, our beloved classical 
guitarist and cool jazzman, gathered seven “hot” musi-
cian pals, including The Rev. Rob Lamborn on trombone, 
to perform on the ONLY Sunday afternoon without 
snowstorms!  Parishioners offered to organize publicity, 
sound system, box office, reception, refreshments, hos-

pitality… Every pew was filled to overflowing, we got 
to know our interfaith community partners, and we 
raised $1300 for the ESP.  
 

We hosted the A-HOME Coalition Meeting at our par-
ish house in February, spearheaded by the indefatiga-
ble Leslie Moss.  Maureen Hattasch gave a moving 
talk in church at our Minute for Ministry on Outreach 
Sunday about the prison’s Hour Children Program.  
She brought the experience of families affected by 
incarceration vividly home to us: “the HOUR of mom’s 
arrest, the HOUR of kids’ visit, the HOUR of mom’s 
release…” 
 

At Mike Watson’s 3rd Annual Community Barbeque in 
May we met (and sumptuously fed) newcomers to 
the community, old friends, fellow outreachers from 
other churches, and passers-by.  We also gathered a 
few hundred dollars in a donation basket for the sum-
mer children ‘s programs at A-HOME and at the pris-
on.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have much to learn from our interfaith and com-
munity partners in outreach and mission.  Bearing in 
mind what the UK’s Chief Rabbi Jonathon Sacks re-
minds us of, from Deuteronomy 23: “Let go of hate or 
you will not be free,” I believe we are just beginning to 
tap the next wave of potential for Outreach and Mis-
sion in our loving community!    

Susan Walton  
 

“So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”                                                     
James 2:17 

Community Barbecue 



 

Warden’s Report 

Recently, I was at a luncheon 
meeting at the local diner.  When it 
came time to order, I noticed that 
almost everyone was ordering 
healthy alternatives to typical diner 
fare.  These individuals were caring 
for their bodies in a deliberate and 
thoughtful way, recognizing that 
discipline is important to maintain-
ing the well-being of their corporeal 
bodies. 

 

We all make these choices everyday in caring for our-
selves, our loved ones, our livelihoods, and our homes.  
It is the recognition of our blessings and our own per-
sonal responsibility to nurture and protect that which 
we love and are dependent on. 
 

St Luke’s is one such blessing bestowed upon us by God.   

We realize the holiness that dwells within our church and 
within ourselves.  Just as we must be intentional in ensu-
ring, to the best of our abilities, the health of ourselves 
and our family, so too are we called upon to be intentio-
nal in caring for our church.  Our parish family needs to 
be nurtured through our community worship, outreach, 
and the love we give freely to others just as we are loved 
by God. 
 

There are many opportunities to nourish our church 
home in the coming months through activities such as 
the Tag Sale, Sunday School, Adult Ed, the Fall Cleanup, 
looking out for members of our congregation and com-
munity who might need assistance, and yes, looking out 
for the fiscal health of our much beloved parish.  So 
please be thoughtful and intentional as we enter this 
season of Stewardship, for yourselves, your family, your 
friends, and your church. 

Margie Herman 

Grapevine, cont. 

We oohed and aahed over the 
changes in the downstairs bathroom 
and kitchen, and thank Mark Schmid 
and his men for the labor and Mary 
Zipkin for the creative part, just as 
important. How nice it looked and 
how proud we’ll be. 
 

 
 

A fond farewell is soon to be in the 
offing as Pat and Jim Skinger head off to a new home in 
Yarmouth, Cape Cod. We will miss you and wish you 
God speed. 

 

The vestry will soon be meeting the three candidates 
chosen by our Search Committee: thanks for all the 
members and the work they did on our behalf. They 
came up with the best of three out of many. We tried to 
worm out of them their favorite but they are not saying.  
It’s exciting to contemplate. 
 

We look forward to the Tag sale orchestrated by Mary 
Zipkin Oct. 16/17 and hope there’s lots of terrific dona-
tions so this will be the biggest and best and most lucra-
tive. 

 

In July, Mother Alon blessed 
my new house, now that I 
moved to Katonah. It was a 
beautiful ceremony and my 
family and I are very grate-
ful. Do I detect an odor of 
sanctity? 
 

More good things will be 
happening come fall, but a 
sad one too. We will miss 
Mother Alon with her good 
nature, hard work, terrific 

sermons, new ideas, going beyond her allotted hours. 
Lucky are the parishioners of St. Paul’s, Riverside 
(Greenwich CT.) . 

 
Betty Wald 

Mo. Alon blesses Betty’s kitchen 

Kitchen reno. in progress 


